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Harnessing the  

curricular and co-curricular  

within the third space 

to build bridging capital  

 



Address some new challenges  

• Changing patterns of first year student 

engagement 

• Challenges of promoting interaction between 

local and international students 

• Building bridging capital 

• Linking student wellbeing to key drivers/strategic 

agenda such as employability, globalisation, 

OHS/healthy graduate 



Student Wellbeing 

• Multi-faith Chaplaincy 

• Childcare 

• Counselling 

• Finances 

• Health promotion 

• Housing 

• International student support 

• Legal  

• Student Success 
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Third generation approaches to transition  

 

 

 

 

• Changing patterns of  

student engagement  

(Kift, 2009) 

 

• Complex ‘wicked’ problems  

facing universities 

 

Co-

Curricular 
Curricular 



 

 

The third space 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Defined this shared third space (Whitchurch, 2008) where 

sustained, sustainable and sustaining Work Integrated 

Learning opportunities to make RMIT a healthier place and 

work ready, healthy graduates 

• Building Bridging Capital 
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The 

Third 

Space 



• Our experience 
 

• Shared expectations 

– Language 

– Framework 

– Processes 

 in a new learning space 

 

Learning within the third space 
 

I love the fresh ideas that students 

bring to solving problems. As a WIL 

supervisor sometimes the best thing 

you can do, is to not get in the way of 

good ideas. 
WIL supervisor 

When a project is real and 

tangible the students are 

motivated to solve the problem for 

their own self esteem but also 

they become committed to the 

organisation. 
Course coordinator 



• Planned and structured learning interaction to 

ensure academic rigor and a quality outcome for 

student and supervisor 

• Efficient in its delivery, for students and third space 

professionals alike 

• Promote peer-to-peer 

• Structured provide a sustainable solution for the 

RMIT Community work in a sustained manner 

over a number of semesters and is sustaining  

 

 

 

Meaningful student engagement must be: 
 



Types of Student Engagement 
 

Opportunistic involvement 

• 11Minutes Campaign 

Planned student project 

• RUOK & Path to Paradise 

Student-developed solution 

• Banning the Bottle 

Integration with mentoring program 

• Sense of Place Research 
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Benefits 
 



Student Wellbeing priorities 

• Respect 

• Cultural Diversity 

• Mental Health 

• Healthy Choice 

 

Student Engagement Grants – up to $1000 





11 Minutes Campaign http://youtu.be/wGaw7EsVwO0  

http://youtu.be/wGaw7EsVwO0


15 

Paths to Paradise - Masters of Public Art 



Prayer Pockets – BA textile design 
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Secrets of Survival Bachelor of Social Science (Psych) Hons 

Anonymous postcards sent in by RMIT students 



Thursday 13 September 2012 

R U OK Day 
Programs: Psychology, Nursing, Journalism, Youth Work 



Sense of place research 
B. Social Science (Psych) and B. Arts (International Studies) 
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Bottled water on campus –  
B.Business (Management) 



Peer-to-peer 2012 Audit 

Volunteers WIL/ 

internships 

Paid Training 

only 

 

Total 

Number 120 14 13 88 235 

 

Hours 

contributed 

1426 4480 682 6588 

Peers 

reached 

3730 1283 3176 8189 

Supervisory

/ training  

hours 

187 347 56 35 625 



Third Space Project 2013 

• Sense of Place – Bundoora 

• Smoke-free University 

• Multifaith/multicultural interaction through Art and 
Design  

• Tenancy, finance and work rights through journalism 

• Therapeutic lifestyle changes and mental health 
including RUOK day – Health Sciences 

• On-the-spot fines – Criminal Justice students 



 


