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Session Overview 
• What is the UQ Advantage Award Program 

• Why was the program developed 

• Key element of the program 

• Overview of how the program is administered 

• Participation levels 

• Feedback and graduate outcomes to date 

• Questions 



What is the Award? 
 

• Co-curricular program designed to support students’ academic, personal and 
professional development  

• Available to undergraduate students from all discipline areas 

• Students have duration of their degree programs to complete requirements 

• Combination of experiential learning activities with tailored workshops and 
seminars 

• Official ‘statement of attainment’ awarded successful students upon graduation 





Why was the program developed? 
 

• Support UQ’s commitment to internationalisation, enriching the student experience, 
and enhancing the employability of graduates  

• Encourage and support participation in global study, leadership, research, 
community engagement and careers development activities 

• Provide a platform for promoting and coordinating the wide range of co-curricular 
activities on offer at UQ 

• Recognise students’ contribution to campus life and philanthropic endeavours  

• Support the development of well-rounded, socially engaged, work-ready graduates  

 
 



Timeline for implementation 
Program development Date 

Initial concept presented to Senior Management September 2011 

Briefing documents for faculties and division November 2011 

Nomination and selection of activities January – March 2012 

Development of Award module (student system) January – July 2012 

Development of promotional materials, resources and guidelines March – July 2012 

Program launch 30 July 2012 

First graduate July 2013 



Program Administration 
 

Support 
 

• Strong collaboration with faculties, divisions, residential colleges on award activities 

• Support with promotion of the Award program 

• Nomination of activities and classification 

• Approval of students’ completion of activities through the verifying officer 
 

 

 



Program Administration 
 

Systems 

• UQ Advantage Award Module developed in the UQ student system (mySI-net) 

• Student-friendly interface 

• Integration with other student administrative processes 

• Register, submit activities, communications 

• Secure and central repository for collecting and verifying activities  

 



Registration 
 

 



Student Summary 
 

 



Finding Activities 
 

 



Approval Process 
 

 



Activity Overview 
 

 



Support and student resources 
• Information sessions scheduled throughout the semester 

• Activities guide and program documentation 

• Funding to support participation in Award activities 

• Pre-departure guides for international activities 

• Occupational Health and Safety information and checklist 

• Symposium Series 



Participation Rates 
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Outcomes to date 
• Strong interest and participation rates in the program across all disciplines 

• Range of activities expanding  

• Industry and alumni engagement in the program  

• Exceptionally positive feedback from students 

• 8 student will graduate with the Award in 2013 

• Industry recognition – program received a Lord Mayor’s Award for Excellence in 
International Education 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"I believe that travelling overseas boosts 

your confidence and helps develop your 

ability to work independently.  

 

Moreover, interacting with people from 

around the world shapes your 

personality by broadening your cultural, 

social and scientific outlook.” 

 

 

Akash Boda 

UQ Advantage Award recipient 

July 2013 



"I was already pretty involved with a lot of 

things around UQ, and the Award Program 

presented me with an opportunity to 

formalise what I was doing.  

 

My expectations were exceeded however, as 

being involved in the Program actually 

allowed me to do and participate in so many 

more events and activities that I would not 

have been able to otherwise.” 

 

David McEniery 

UQ Advantage Award recipient 

December 2013 

 



“The UQ Advantage Award really opened 

up different opportunities that I would 

never have considered. 

 

I volunteering in Nepal challenged my 

negotiation skills and my ability to 

demand respect  Potential employers find 

this very interesting. 

 

The Award encouraged me to participate 

in opportunities and activities I didn't 

know were available to me at UQ.” 

 

Melody Dobrinin 

UQ Advantage Award recipient 

December 2013 





YOUR QUESTIONS… 
 
 

 

 

FIND OUT MORE 
http://www.uq.edu.au/undergraduate/advantage-award/ 


