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Providers are the experts on international students’ social and cultural needs, right? After all we have to meet
our obligations under the National Code (Australia) or Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of International
Students (New Zealand).

Prompted by this year’s Conference theme we thought it would be timely to evaluate the partnership UNE
International has with the Armidale International Association, a community based group that formed 22
years ago to meet a need they saw within Armidale to assist the small number of international students who
had started to arrive into their community. Over the past 8 years we have worked to foster and grow a
valuable relationship and to narrow the focus of activities and events to ensure students experience ‘the real
Australia and its culture’ and have the opportunity to meet and mix with students from other countries
including domestic students. We will discuss our Calendar of UNE and Community Events, the issues of
dealing with a volunteer organisation, deciding on what activities will be run and who takes the lead role,
and of course, the issue of funding.



