
Teaching students how to read
and understand marking
rubrics and demonstrate
critical thinking in
assessments

By Andrea Vergara (SIBT – Student Learning Advisor, Language 
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A bit of context – what I do

• Academic literacy workshops
• One on one assessment/study skills support
• Domestic/International cohorts of different ages and abilities
• Written/oral assessments



Model used in units in the program below

• Foundation program

• Diploma programs (Writing and research units)

• Bachelor of Business 

• Master of Business Administration

• Bachelor of Information and Communication Technology

• Master of Information and Communication Technology 

• Bachelor of Health Science

• Master of Health Science



Bloom’s Taxonomy (1956) – Why use this model

• Visual representation of thinking levels
• Transferrable skills
• Unfamiliar educational system
• International students traditionally more familiar with open/closed ended question-

assessment structure
• Scaffolding of skills
• Facilitation of the research/written assessment process
• Clear expectations of academic work
• Reinforcement of academic integrity
• Flexibility around skills being introduced



Areas to discuss

THINKING LEVELS

ASSESSMENT
CONTENT

ACADEMIC 
LITERACY



THINKING LEVELS

Academic Literacy
• Sentence structure
• Paragraph structure
• Assessment type/format
• Referencing
• Grammar
• Other…

What does it look like?



• Assessment structure
• report? Essay? (aim of assessment)

• Introduction/body/conclusion OR Executive summary, introduction, methodology, discussion, recommendations, 
conclusion , reference list/appendix

Paragraph structure

• Topic sentence (main idea+ controlling idea)

• Supporting sentences (definition, explanation, further elaboration, quote, statistics, data, example + IN TEXT CITATIONS
• Concluding sentence

Other skills
• Referencing (APA or Harvard – Academic integrity)

• Lexical density (nominalization) 
• Grammar/Vocabulary (active/passive voice, terminology/jargon)
• Coherence and cohesion (organization/logic and discourse markers/connection)

• Paraphrasing/summarizing (word families, synonyms, sentence structure, in-text citations)

Academic literacy (assessment question)



Thinking levels

Shabatura, 2022 (https://tips.uark.edu/using-blooms-taxonomy/)



Marking rubric



• This is an introductory session

• Further work/reinforcement needed

• Further exploration around numeracy/computer literacy needed (Health Science students)

• Other variables need to be considered (students’ needs/challenges)

• Type of assessment (in class assessments – format/timing/other)

• Student engagement is optional (how can I know what I don’t know, I don’t know?)

Final thoughts



Q&A



Thank you 

Andrea Vergara
Student Learning Advisor/Language Enhancement

Email: Andrea.Vergara@sibt.nsw.edu.au
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